



Without a host of wonderful people working on it, rooting for 
it, and believing in it, this fifth volume would not exist. First, 
monumental thank you to our administrative advocates who 
allowed this production process to become a course. Dr. Susan 
Roach, thank you for believing that dreams and goals can also 
pay the bills—or in this case earn credits. An eternal thank you is 
owed to Tom Futrell, who taught us what it means to compile a 
manuscript and then offered his time and expertise to make our 
vision a reality. To Dr. Donald Kaczvinsky, who first had the idea for 
a school literary journal and has continued to fund The Quatrain’s 
existence. To Dr. Ernest Rufleth, who laid the foundation on which 
we continue to build. Thank you both for having a vision, and for 
trusting us to make it our own.
To our bold and caring leader, Anna Kelley, who allowed this 
volume to be truly ours. Thank you for pushing us through tight 
deadlines and crammed schedules, tough decisions and friendly 
debates. You offered us a voice and a space to create something 
that is wholly our own. For this lifetime and a hundred after, thank 
you. And to this incredible staff: thank you for trusting me to lead 
you. Thank you for working tirelessly. Thank you for caring. To 
my Associate Editors, Cammie Ardoin, Hunter Jones, and Katelyn 
Swanson, thank you for holding onto our vision. Thank you for 
wanting the very best for this volume. To my Managing Editor, 
Katelyn Swanson, thank you for finding the details I couldn’t. 
Thank you for seeing the bigger picture, when I was so often 
focused on the day-to-day.
And finally, to our contributors: we quite literally would not be 
here without you. Thank you for being bold and creative. Thank 
you for sharing that with all of us, and thank you for trusting us 
to share it through this journal. So, here’s to you! May you always 
be bold. May you always be creative. And may you always find the 
faith to share these pieces of yourself with the world.
Kristyn Hardy, 
Editor-in-Chief
Several of our contributors were also on our staff this year, and as such, 
they are listed within our masthead and as contributors. Our staff wants to 
assure all of our readers that every submission, regardless of the contributor, 
underwent an extensive review and selection process. For those of us on 
staff whose pieces were up for consideration, this process was conducted 
anonymously and in an unbiased forum. Staff contributors were not involved 
in the selection of their own work. Our staff had lengthy conversations as to 
how the final selection of works could remain fair and we hope we were able 
to present this journal justly. 
